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1. Birth of four amsas of Narayana 


In Goloka or Vaikuntha, (the highest place in the universe), Lord Gadadhara 
(Visnu) resides under the Kalpa-vrksa, the wish-fulfilling tree, with his consort 
LaksmT. The place is illumined by the sun and the moon, always. There, Narayana 
resides, seated over a beautiful throne in Virdsana and is also called Vanamalt. 
Once he thought of incarnating on carth and he incarnated in four amsas in the 
family of Raghu, named Rama, Bharata, Satrughna and Laksmana. LaksmT 
incarnated as STtd was seated to the left of Rama under a golden chatra, and 
Hanuman bowed in reverence: Bharata and Satrughna moved the flywhisks. This 
was the grandeur of Vaikuntha, (where Narayana has an abode). The sage Narada 
once reached there, reciting the name of Hari and playing on a vind held in his 
hands. On seeing the grandeur of the Pancayatana view (of Narayana) the heart 
of sage Narada was overwhelmed with pleasure and tears came out of his eyes. 
Narada, having been surprised by this view of Narayana thought of going to the 
abode of Siva, who knew of the past, present and future, being antarayamin (or 
the one who knew the inner feelings), and could remove his doubt. With this end 
in view he started his journey to Kailasa and met Brahma on his way. He narrated 
his feelings to Brahma and went to the abode of Siva, with Brahma. There, both 
of them saw Siva and ParvatT seated on the top of Kailasa. Both of them bowed 
to the divine couple. Siva, then asked both of them the purpose of their arrival 
there. Brahma then spoke to Bholanatha (Siva) that "In the Goloka an astonishing 
sight of Nardyana had been witnessed in which Narayana, was found present in 
his four aimsas (parts). Earlier we saw only Narayana, But how could he transform 
himself into four amsas". Krttivasa says that on hearing the words of Brahma, 
Siva spoke, "The form (of Narayana) which you have seen, is the one, in which 
he incarnated after sixty thousand ycars. On carth there had been a terrific demon 
named Ravana. (Nardyana) incarnated on earth to subjugate that demon (and 
relieve the earth of the burden of the evil). In the family of (king) Dasaratha. (of 
Ayodhya, Narayana was born in four amsas) viz : Rama, Laksmana, Bharata and 
Satrughna. Thus Narayana was divided into four arsas and was born with 
auspicious signs (from the three queens of Dagaratha), Rama, accompanied with 
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Sita Laksmana, went to the forests, respecting the words of his father. In order 
to rescue Sita, Ravana was killed. STt2 begot two sons named Lava and Kusa. 
One is relieved of the henious sins like the killing of cows: by the recitation of 
the name of Rama once (further all the sins are washed away by the recitation of 
Rama's name.) Even if a great sinner recites the name of Rama he swims through, 
safely the sea of universe and attains salvation". Brahma with a smile, asked 
Trilocana Siva, to name a great sinner on earth. Siva then asked Brahmi to listen 
attentively to him; He said, "On the Madhya-patha (Mid-way) there is a great 
sinner, who can achieve deliverance by the reciting of the name of Rama. Go and 
give the Rama-mantra to him which would remove his sins. Narada then thought 
of the identity of such (a sinner) person, who was none clse than Ratnikara the 
son of sage Cyavana. He had been a decoit, and lived on forcibly snatching others 
belongings and was a great sinner living in a forest, Both Narada and Brahma, 
then went (to the forest where Ratnakara lived) disguised as asceties. As luck 
would have it, Ratnakara could not loot any one because no one passed that way 
on that day. He then climbed high in a tree and found Narada and Brahma coming 
together. Concealing himself (in the forest) he thought that he could snatch away 
the robes of the two ascetics. Then he attacked them with an iron rod, but with 
the influence (Maya) of Brahma, the rod could not hurt them and remained stuck 
(in the hands of Ratnakara). Brahma asked him lovingly, "Who are you? For what 
purpose do you want to snatch away our robes". Ratnakara replied," I shall rob 
you of your robes and kill you", Brahma, (on hearing this) enquired, “By killing 
us how much money would you get, that you would commit such a great sin. The 
sin of killing a hundred enemies is equal to the one of killing a cow. In case a 
lady is killed, (the gravity of the sin) would compare with the killing of a bundred 
cows. The sin of the killing of a Brahmana, would be be equal to the killing of 
a hundred women. The sin of killing a BrahmacarT shall equate with the killing 
of a hundred Brahamanas and the gravity of the sin would be unsurmountable 
when you kill an ascetic or a sanyasT. (In fact), the path that is traversed by 
sanyasT, could be equated with the merit of traversing four kosas of Kasi the holy 
city. In case your mind still thinks of committing the sins, you can do so". On 
hearing this the robber, Ratnakara spoke laughingly, "I daily destroy many ascetics 
like you,” Brahma replicd,” In case you still like to kill me, then kill me at a holy 
place, having no insects and which is free from smel! and passions. You kill me 
with a single stroke of the gada (or danda) but while doing so, (be sure, that) no 
insect is killed. O fool, tell me, who would share your sins committed by the 
robbing of people 2" Ratnakara than said, "Myself, my wife, father and mother. 
these four people, share the food, | carn from my profession; they would also 


a 


aa 


— 
SS ——— 


Adi-Kanda 3 


share my sins". On hearring this Brahma, laughed and said, "Why should they 
share your sins. These sins are committed by you and why should others share 
(the result of these) sins. You go to your people and ask them and after your 
return, you may kill me. 1 shall wait for you seated under the tree”. With a 
confused mind Ratnakara thought, possibly the ascetic (is duping me to run 
away). Then Brahma said, “Truthfully, I shall not run away. You go and ask your 
wife, son, father and mother". The robber then left for his home, but at the same 
time he repeatedly looked back towards the place where the ascetic was seated (in 
order to ensure that he did not run away).(1) 
2. Beginning of the decline of the sins of Ratnakara 

Krittivasa, while narrating the divine Adikanda (brings out) that Ratnakara, 
first went to his father and spoke, “I bring the wealth after killing the humans; will 
you share the sins of (my evil doings)". Cyavana, on hearing the words of his son, 
replied, “How can I share the sins of your misdeeds? Which one of the Sastras 
prescribes that the father has to share the sins of the misdeeds of the son. O fool, 
the sins of the father can not be shared by the son nor (those of the son by the 
father). This is the cycle of life, the child of today becomes the father tomorrow. 
As 1 was the son of my father, so are you my son. In your childhood, | brought 
you up lovingly, carefully facing many odds and difficulties, (keeping in view) the 
duty of a father. While doing so, whatever sins were committed by me, (for 
bringing you up) J have not made you share them; how can you ask me to share 
your sins ? Since you are the son and have attained youth, as I once attained it 
(during my father's time), and in case you feed us by committing crime, how can 
{ share your sins so committed" ? On hearing the truthful words of his father, 
Ratnakara was grieved and he humbly approached his mother and narrated the tale 
of his own misdeeds committed daily by him, (He then asked her) "Would you 
share the sins of my misdecd so as to reduce my anxiety" Immensely agitated the 
mother replied, "I have borne the pains of your birth for ten months, so feeding 
me is your duty. I can not, therefore, share your sins". On hearing the words of 
his mother, the robber was grief-striken and went to his-wife and enquired of her, 
"© dear, tell me plainly whether your will share my sins or not.” The wife then 
replied, "When you held my hand in marriage I became your better half and my 
feeding and safety became your responsibility. Therefore whatever merits you 
acheive will be shared by me and for feeding me, whatever sins you commit, 
cannot be my responsibility". On hearing the words of his wife, Ratnakara got 
terrified and thought "What shall [ do in this ocean of sins in which when 
drowned, What shall be my fate because I am used to killing and looting ruthlessly?" 
He then struck his head with the iron mudgara and fell down on the ground 
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unconscious. He then moved to the ascetics, with a heavey heart with tears in his 
eyes, who were waiting for him under a tree. He begged their mercy by falling 
prostrate before them. He then told them, "I had enquired of every one (of my 
relatives) but no one was prepared to share my sins in this universe. Take mercy 
on me and grant me the divine knowledge as to how could I be relieved of the 
sins (so abundantly committed by me.)" The ascetics then asked him to go to the 
stream and have a purifying bath. On hearing this, the robber, went to the stream 
and with the mere sight of Ratnakara, the water of the stream dried up, as a result 
of which the aquatic animals were killed. On seeing this, the robber was filled 
with repentance. He then want to Brahma to tell him that he could not find water 
(to bathe himsclf). He further told Brahma that the stream was full of water and 
with his very sight of mine, the entire water of the stream dried up. Brahma then 
consulted Narada as to how the robber could be absolved of the sins. Brahma at 
once took some water out of his kamandalu and poured it over Ratnakara. Brahma 
then thought of giving a Mahdmantra to Ratnakara. Moving close to his ear, 
Bralina, blessed him with the name of Rama and said, "By committing sins daily 
your tongue has become ineffective and you never uttered the name of Rama. 
Then at that moment a fun occurred to Brahma as to how shall Ratnakara recite 
the name of Ruma. He made him recite 4 (ma) first and U (ra) afterwards and 
in this way (he thought) the great sinner could recite Rima. Brahma thereafter 
spoke to Ratnakara, "I have thought of a way (to rid you of the life of sin). You 
should recite 7a (mra) because all the people have to dic. In case you recite mara 
regularly, Rama would reside in your heart". Brahma, soon, pointed with his 
finger towards a dry fig in a tree and asked Ratnakara to say what it was. 
Ratnadkara, with great difficulty, said that it was dry-fig. Brahma then spoke that, 
"If you recite 7A, FW regularly, you will be absolved of the sins of your robberhood. 
Witnessing the merit of the reciting of the name of Rama, Brahma was surprised 
and the Adikanda was recited by Pandita Krttivasa.(2) 
3. Ratnakara named as Valmiki by Brahma, and the boon 
of creating Ramayana 


Brabma spoke to sage Narada that the words of Siva cannot become untrue. 
The name of Rima was given by Brahma to Ratnakara (for recitation) at a place, 
where he recited the said name for sixty thousand years, seated at a place in an 
qsana. All his limbs were eaten away by white-ants and he became a skeleton, 
because all the flesh was consumed by the white-ants. Thus the bones remained 
without the flesh, on which the dust accumulated over which the grass bushcs and 
Kus were grown. Under that mound of earth Ratnakara was lodged reciting the 
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name of Rama. After the lapse of twenty thousand years, Brahma again visited 
that place. There was no trace of the human body, but from the mouth the sound 
of Rama was energing. (By this), Brahma could know of the presence of Ratnakara. 
For seven days there was continuous rain showered by Indra at the instance of 
Brahma. With the continuous rain, the entire earth was washed away and there 
appeared the skeleton of Ratnakara who regained consciousness at the command 
of Brahma. The sage then bowed in reverence to Brahma and gratefully 
acknowledged that he had bestowed on him the boon of Rama's name. Brahma 
spoke to the sage, "Upto now, you were known as Ratnakara, but henceforth you 
shall be known as ValmtTki. The name of Rama has purified you, therefore, you 
will create his Ramiyana in seven kindas. Valmiki, then spoke with humility, “J 
am quite an illiterate person having no knowledge of Kavyas and Chandas; how 
can | create literature"? Brahma, on hearing the words of ValmTki spoke to him, 
“SarasvatT resides in your tongue and as such you will be able to create the Kavya 
quite easily, whatever verses you will create, will be devoted to Rama in the 
universe” Awarding the boon to ValmTki, Brahma went to his abode; Valmtki 
was immensely pleased (by his achievement) and Kyttivasa recited this (part of) 
Divya Adikinda.(3) 


4. Glimpses of Ramakatha provided by Narada to ValmtTki 


Once Valmtki went to the bank of a river and reciting the name ot Rama and, 
sat under a tree, In that tree a pair of Krauficha birds had an abode. These birds 
were playing in the mating season lovingly. A hunter came on that spot at that 
time and killed with his arrow one of the two birds. (The atmosphere was filled 
with the cries of the bird). ValmTki became disturbed with the cries of the bird. 
The sage spoke, "O Rama", and then cursed the hunter, 'You have committed a 
sin of killing (an innocent) bird in my presence, when the pair was engaged in 
love sport; therefore you will go to hell”. Thus the sage cursed the hunter and 
while doing so a sloka (Verse) emerged: from his spech (4) 


Hm fra virest aT: wad! GAT:| 
aon afer Aa : aaa er | 


The sage wrote down that ‘sloka of four steps’, but he could not understand 
its meaning. Amazed as he was he went to the hermitage of sage Bhardvaja; there 
the teacher and the pupil both got seated. At that point of time Brahma deputed 
Narada who reched there to enlighten ValmTki on the subject. Narada then told 
that he had been deputed by Brahma for the sake of accomplishing the task of 
Valmiki. Valmtki welcomed Narada and bowed before him. On seeing Narada, 
a doubt arose in the mind of Valm7ki and he made him sit after paying due 


